Syllabus

Eighth Grade History
Mr. LaFortune
Curriculum:  Early United States History:  Beginning through the Civil War

Course Description:  This course examines the Fall of Rome, the Middle Ages, the Age of Exploration, Early Settlements, the American Colonies, the American Revolution, the writing of the Constitution and Bill of Rights, Expansion, Reform, Economic Growth, and the Civil War. It focuses on American history from social, political, and economic perspectives. An emphasis will be placed on the development of historical critical analysis skills, writing, and the examination of secondary and primary sources.

Text:
The American Journey:  The Early Years.

Course Website: http://www.socialstudies.rylatechnologies.com/
Classroom Rules:
1. Be respectful and appropriate at all times. 
2. Be prepared physically and mentally for each class. 
3. Raise your hand and wait to be called on. 
4. Follow all other classroom, school, and 8th grade rules existing or established throughout the year.

Classroom Procedures:

1. Please do not bring food, drink (other than water), or gum into the classroom. 
2. At the start of class: quietly enter the room; place your homework in the correct homework bin; retrieve your history journal; and go to your assigned seat.  Once seated, check the white board for the daily agenda and journal/activator. Immediately write down the homework assignment and get started on the history journal or activator for the day.

3. If time remains after you have completed the journal or activator, but before the teacher presents additional instructions, you may read your SSR book silently at your desk. You should always have your SSR book with you during this class.

4. At the end of class, return your history journal and any outstanding assignments to the designated areas.

5. All students must be quietly seated in their seats before the class will be dismissed.

6. Restroom Policy: Students are required to use the restroom facilities and bubbler prior to and/or after class only. Students who have arrived to class prior to the bell and have received permission from the teacher to use the facilities before the start of class may do so provided they return to class immediately thereafter. This courtesy will be extended so long as it is not abused by students. Any work missed while using the facilities must be made up by the student and no additional class time will be extended for this purpose.  Only in the case of an emergency or documented medical condition will students be allowed to sign out of class and use the facilities during class time.  Students who leave during class time may be required to obtain a written pass from the nurse or assistant principal prior to returning to class and will be expected to stay for extra help during the next scheduled late night to make up any class material missed. Should a student require an exception to this policy, a medical note should be provided as soon as possible so that accommodations can be made.

Discipline Policy:  It is expected that all students will conduct themselves in a respectful and appropriate manner at all times. This course is designed for mature and responsible young adults.  Some of the content and issues presented, and the images and videos used in class, require the utmost maturity by all students. Should a student be unable to act in an appropriate and respectful manner, the teacher will respond with appropriate consequences, including but not limited to: detentions, removal from the classroom, notification of parents, and meetings between parents and school personnel.
Grade Weights:

· Tests & Quizzes:  





30% 
· Projects and Essays:




30% 
· Classwork, Short Writings, & Participation:

15%
· History Journal and Notebook:



13%
· Homework:






12%




Grading and Access to Grades: Grades for this course will be kept on Jupiter Grades. This web-based grading program allows students and parents to have instant access to student grades and missing assignments. In order to access this program, students will be issued a password and authorized parents or guardians will also be issued a password from the teacher in a sealed envelope (distributed to students) by the end of the second week of school. If a parent does not receive this envelope, he or she should e-mail the teacher for a replacement password. A link to the Jupiter Grades login page can be found on the class website.

Late Work Policy:  It is expected that students will turn in all assignments by their due dates.  Any unexcused late work can earn a maximum grade of 50%.
Absence Policy:  If a student is absent, it is his or her responsibility to check the class website and Jupiter Grades in order to determine what work must be made up.  After doing so, the student may approach the teacher after class to answer any questions he or she might have about the assignment. It is not the teacher’s responsibility to look up or track down missing assignments; this responsibility belongs entirely to the student. Students who miss class time should stay after school for extra help to prevent falling behind.  Students who are absent from school will have one additional day to make up all missed work without penalty or deduction provided that in the upper right hand corner of those assignments they should write the word “Absent” followed by the date(s) of they were absent from school.
Extra Credit Policy:  Extra credit is an opportunity for students who have completed all of their assigned work to delve more deeply into a topic of study or to study a related topic of interest that was not covered in class.  I strongly support and encourage all students to take the initiative to engage in meaningful historical study and analysis beyond that which is studied in class.  There will be several extra credit opportunities available to the class through the class website, but students are also encouraged to design their own extra credit projects.  A written proposal should be provided to the teacher for approval before engaging in any self-designed work intended for extra credit.  The proposal must briefly outline the scope, methods, and goals of the project.  The teacher will review the proposal and either approve, modify, or decline it, and will assign a total number of potential extra credit points that can be earned on the project.

Cheating & Plagiarism:  Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously and will NOT be tolerated.  Plagiarism is defined as using the work of another with the intent to present the work as one’s own.  Students will be required to properly paraphrase and cite any sources used for information.  Any student caught cheating, plagiarizing, or voluntarily allowing another to cheat or plagiarize any part of an assignment, test, or project will receive a zero and may be subject to further disciplinary action. 

Required Supplies:

1. Composition Journal (to be kept in the classroom)
2. Three Ring Binder Notebook
3. Homework Agenda Book and SSR Book
4. Pen (black or blue ink only), Pencil, and Highlighter
5. USB/Thumb Drive Storage Device (Highly Recommended)
6. Word Processor for Note Taking (Permitted but not Necessary)
Complete Sentences:  Unless explicitly instructed otherwise, students in eighth grade history should ALWAYS use complete sentences in EVERYTHING that they do.  This includes using proper grammar, punctuation, spelling, and acceptable academic English syntax.
Parents as Partners:  As partners working together, I believe that our students will have the best opportunity to learn, grow, and have fun studying history. I encourage you to log onto the class website and Jupiter Grades to review assignments and topics studied in class with your child on a daily basis.  Please encourage your child to read about history and to take the initiative in designing individual study projects, extra credit work, and to use the analytical skills learned in the class in other contexts.  I will endeavor to upload daily assignments to the class website nightly by 7:00 p.m., however, please understand that on occasion this will be impossible.  In any event, assignments will appear on the board each day and students should record them in their notebooks or daily planners so as not to rely solely on the website.  Please know that students should expect homework in this class every night. If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Teacher Contact Information:

Erik M. LaFortune

lafortunee@tantasqua.org
508-347-7381 (School Phone Number)
SYLLABUS ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM
EIGHTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES (MR. LAFORTUNE)

Please sign below to indicate that you have received and read the class syllabus and that you understand the classroom policies, procedures, and expectations.
Student Name (Printed): _______________________________
Block: __________

Student Signature: ___________________________________ 
Date: ___________

Parent/Guardian Name (Printed): ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________
Date: ___________

 

Parent/Guardian e-mail address: ___________________________________________
(E-Mail address at which you can receive updates/class communications. You may also set up automatic e-mails to be sent to you from Jupiter Grades to periodically update you on your child’s progress, grades, and/or missing assignments).
(Optional) Parent/Guardian phone number: ___________________________________

Students will be issued a password to view their own class grades and missing assignments. Parents will also be issued a password that will be brought home with students in a sealed envelope by the end of the second week of school. Unfortunately I will not be able to provide passwords by phone. If you are a parent/guardian authorized to receive student grades and you do not receive your student’s password by the end of the second week of school, please contact me at lafortunee@tantasqua.org.
